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N O T I C E


The Stewards have approved the following additions and amendments to the Rules of Racing and Instructions made by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.

RULES OF RACING

	Preamble

	Rule 1
	Revised
	……

These Rules and Instructions shall become effective on and from the first day of the 2024/2025 2025/2026 Season.

……

	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Rule 7 (2)
	Revised 

	"Gene Editing" means any process or treatment in respect of a horse which involves the insertion, deletion and/or replacement of DNA in the genome of the horse, including at a specific site in the genome of the horse. 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Revised 


	"Genetic Therapy" means any therapy, method or process which involves the use or administration of oligomers or polymers of nucleic acid, nucleic acid analogues, genetically modified cells, and or gene editing agents which are capable, at any time, of directly or indirectly causing an action or effect on, and/or manipulating, gene expression in any mammalian body, including but not limited to gene editing agents with the capacity to alter genome sequences and/or the transcriptional, post-transcriptional or epigenetic regulation of gene expression.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Deleted


	"Genome Editing" means any process or treatment in respect of a horse which involves the insertion, deletion and/or replacement of DNA in the genome of the horse.

	
	
	
	

	Powers of the Stewards of The Jockey Club
	Rule 8 (17)
	Revised
	To withdraw or suspend the licence of any person who has committed any breaches of these Rules or if, in the opinion of the Stewards of the Jockey Club, the maintenance of the licence of such person may be prejudicial to the interests, integrity, proper conduct and/or reputation of horse racing and/or the Club and/or horse racing.

	
	
	
	

	Powers of the Stewards
	Rule 12 (21)
	Added
	If a horse starts from an incorrect starting gate, to:

(i)
confirm the official order of placings;

(ii)
declare any horse concerned a non-        runner; or

(iii) 
declare the race to be void.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 12 (21) – 12 (46)
	Re-numbered 


	as Rules 12(22) – 12(47)

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 12 (2829)
	Re-numbered 

and revised
	To inquire into, regulate, control, take cognisance of and adjudicate upon, the conduct of all officials, owners, nominators, trainers, jockeys, riders, stable assistants, persons employed or engaged by the Club to carry out any function during the meeting, persons attendant upon horses or otherwise working in or visiting the stables, and of all persons frequenting the stands or other places used for the purpose of the meeting.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 12 (48)
	Added
	To stand down or suspend the licence of a person, or take any action against an owner, in accordance with Rule 22.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 12 (49)
	Added
	To confirm, adopt or enforce any penalty imposed by any overseas horse racing, trotting, harness racing or greyhound racing authority, including but not limited to any suspension or disqualification or similar penalty imposed by such authority in accordance with Rule 153(1).

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Standing 

Down or Suspension of Licensed Persons and Temporary Restrictions 

on Owners
	Rule 22
	Revised
	(1) Without limiting any other Rules, the Club may: — 

(1) (i) 
immediately stand down or suspend the licence of a person charged with a criminal offence in Hong Kong or elsewhere which is associated with horse racing, betting or bookmaking until the conclusion of those criminal proceedings; 

(2) (ii) 
stand down or suspend the licence of a person charged with other criminal offences in Hong Kong or elsewhere until the conclusion of those criminal proceedings if the Club is of the opinion that continued participation of such person in racing or activities of the Club or the maintenance of the licence of such person might be prejudicial to the interests, integrity, proper conduct and/or good reputation of the Club and/or horse racing; 

(3) (iii)
stand down or suspend the licence of a person pending the determination of any inquiry or proceedings conducted under these Rules if the Club is of the opinion that continued participation of such person in racing or activities of the Club or the maintenance of the licence of such person might be prejudicial to the interests, integrity, proper conduct and/or good reputation of the Club and/or horse racing; or 

(4) (iv) otherwise stand down or suspend the licence of a person under Rule 8 (17) or (18).

	
	
	
	

	Standing 

Down or Suspension of Licensed Persons and Temporary Restrictions 

on Owners
	Rule 22
	Added
	(2) Without limiting any other Rules, if an owner has been charged with a breach of these Rules or the commission of a criminal offence (whether in Hong Kong or elsewhere), or is subject to any disciplinary action under the Articles of Association of the Club, and if the Club is of the opinion that the continued participation of that person in racing or activities of the Club might be prejudicial to the interests, integrity, proper conduct and/or good reputation of the Club and/or horse racing, the Club may pending the determination of the inquiry or proceedings conducted under these Rules, the conclusion of the criminal proceedings or the determination of the disciplinary action: — 

(i) 
prevent any horse owned (whether fully or partly) by that person from participating in any race or trial;

(ii) 
suspend any registration of transfer of ownership of a horse related to that person; and/or

(iii) 
make any other direction or order as the Club thinks fit.
(3) The Stewards may conduct an inquiry in such manner as they deem fit, or refer a determination of the standing down or suspension of a person licensed under these Rules to the Stewards of the Jockey Club under Rule 18 for the purpose of enquiring into any matter referred to in Rule 22(1).

	
	
	
	

	Officials
	Rule 24 (1)
	Revised
	The following Officials shall be appointed by the Stewards of the Jockey Club: Racing Stewards, Stipendiary Stewards, Head of Raceday Operations, Tracks and Racing Facilities (for races in Hong Kong), Executive Manager, Tracks, and Racing Projects and Facilities (CRC) (for races at Conghua Racecourse), Handicapper, Clerk of the Scales, Judge, Honorary Judge, Starter, Deputy Starter, Veterinary Officer and Veterinary Surgeon.

	
	
	
	

	Head of Raceday Operations, Tracks and Racing Facilities / Executive Manager, Tracks, and Racing Projects and Facilities (CRC)
	Rule 27
	Revised
	The Head of Raceday Operations, Tracks and Racing Facilities (or his authorised substitute), and Executive Manager, Tracks, and Racing Projects and Facilities (CRC) (or his authorised substitute) are the sole persons responsible to the Stewards for the general arrangements of the meeting and the proper maintenance, measurement and marking of the course in Hong Kong and Conghua Racecourse respectively; and shall: —
……

	
	
	
	

	Ownership and Contingencies
	Rule 40 (2)
	Revised
	Notwithstanding Rule 40(1), a horse may be purchased by the owner subject to contingencies. A contingency may include payment of additional money by the owner dependent upon future performance, or any breeding arrangement for a horse subsequent to its retirement from racing provided that such payment or arrangement shall not in any way affect absolute ownership of the horse as set out in Rule 40(1) whilst registered with the Club and a declaration is made pursuant to Rule 40(34).

	
	
	
	

	The Race
	Rule 100 (3)
	Added
	In a race or barrier trial:- 

(i)  All whips used must be of a design which complies with the requirements of the Stewards as provided for in the Equipment Register (Equine and Human) of the Club.
(ii)  Except when a rider’s safety is unequivocally at risk, the whip must not be used:-

a. in consecutive strides at any time prior to the 100 metres, provided that the whip may be used at the rider’s discretion over the final 100 metres subject to Rule 100(3)(ii)(b) to (g);

b. forward of the saddle while the whip is held in the forehand position;

c. in the vicinity of a horse’s head or neck;

d. when a horse is clearly winning;

e. when a horse is clearly out of contention;

f. in a manner whereby the rider raises the hand holding the whip above shoulder height;

g. in an excessive, improper, unnecessary or inappropriate manner.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 100 (4)
	Added
	A rider must not fail to retain his whip during a race.

	
	
	
	

	Protests / Objections
	Rule 119 (3)
	Revised


	Other protests/objections must be made to a Steward, the Head of Raceday Operations, Tracks and Racing Facilities (for races held in Hong Kong) or Executive Manager, Tracks, and Racing Projects and Facilities (CRC) (for races held at Conghua Racecourse).

	
	
	
	

	Procedure for Appeals
	Rule 134 (1)
	Revised


	The appeal shall be heard by an appeal panel comprising of not less than three Stewards of the Jockey Club persons. If less than three Stewards of the Jockey Club are available or if the Stewards of the Jockey Club shall see fit, the Stewards of the Jockey Club may appoint one or more Member(s) of the Club to the appeal panel for that particular appeal Unless as otherwise directed by the Stewards of the Jockey Club, the appeal panel shall comprise two Stewards of the Jockey Club and one Member of the Club appointed by the Stewards of the Jockey Club. No person who is a member of the panel against whose decision the appeal is made shall sit on the appeal panel.

	
	
	
	

	Prohibited Substances
	Rule 136 (1) (v)


	Revised


	Agents that are capable, at any time, of directly or indirectly causing an action or effect, or an action and effect on gene expression in any mammalian body. This includes but is not limited to gene editing agents with the capacity to alter genome sequences and/or the transcriptional, post-transcriptional or epigenetic regulation of gene expression and derivatives, which are those involved in DNA, RNA, transcriptional, post-transcriptional and epigenetic modification.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 138 (2)
	Revised


	In the event that a prohibited substance is detected in a sample taken from any horse during the period specified in sub-rule (1) of this Rule such horse shall be: either, 

(i)
in the case of a pre-race sample, prohibited from starting in such race and any subsequent races; or 

(ii)
in the case of a post-race sample, disqualified for such race, and in addition may be disqualified unless the Stewards are satisfied that such administration of, or exposure to, the prohibited substance occurred after the race.

	
	
	
	

	The Jockeys’ and Apprentices’ Accidents Insurance Scheme
	Rule 169
	Revised


	(1) The Stewards of the Jockey Club will in each racing season pay the premium for a policy of insurance in respect of each licensed jockey and apprentice to provide a benefit of HK$2,000,000 payable in the event of death or permanent total disablement and up to a maximum of HK$2,000,000 in the event of permanent partial disablement resulting from an accident occurring whilst the insured jockey or apprentice is carrying out his duties when riding in races or riding work on any racecourse under the control of the Stewards of the Jockey Club. 

(2) The insurance policy will be between the jockey or apprentice and the insurance company and each jockey or apprentice or his representative is responsible for effecting any claim to be made pursuant to the insurance policy. 

(3) Jockeys or apprentices will be obliged to complete such proposal forms, if any, as the nominated insurance company shall require and, from time to time, provide any supplemental or additional information required by the insurance company. A jockey or apprentice completing any proposal form or providing any additional information shall be solely and exclusively responsible for the accuracy thereof and shall have no claim against the Stewards of the Jockey Club in respect of any rejection of any claim for compensation arising out of any material non-disclosure or provision of incorrect information whereby such policy of insurance shall be void, voidable or vitiated. 

(4) Jockeys and apprentices will be obliged to submit to such medical examinations, if any, as the insurance company may from time to time require. The Stewards of the Jockey Club shall be discharged from the obligation to comply with this Rule so far as it relates to a jockey or apprentice who fails to pass any such medical examination. 

	
	
	
	

	The Jockeys’ and Apprentices’ Accidents Insurance Scheme
	Rule 169
	Revised


	(5) Jockeys and apprentices shall be exclusively responsible for observing and performing the terms and conditions of their policies of insurance and the Stewards of the Jockey Club shall be under no liability to any jockey or apprentice if as a result of any failure to observe any term and condition of his insurance policy his rights thereunder are adversely affected. 

(6) Jockeys and apprentices may make private arrangements with the insurance company or any other insurance company of their choice to extend the cover afforded by the policy of insurance or take out any additional policy but the responsibility to pay any additional premium(s) and to comply with any other specific requirements of the insurance company will be exclusively that of the jockey or apprentice.

In each racing season the Club will, by way of a policy of insurance or otherwise, provide a benefit at such level to be determined by the Club from time to time for each licensed jockey and apprentice in the event of death, permanent total disablement or permanent partial disablement resulting from an accident occurring whilst the insured jockey or apprentice is carrying out his duties when riding in races or riding work on any racecourse under the control of the Stewards of the Jockey Club.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 170
	Deleted
	The Stewards of the Jockey Club may from time to time increase the maximum insured benefits given to every licensed jockey or apprentice. The Stewards of the Jockey Club may from time to time reduce the maximum insurance benefits afforded by the insurance policy provided that the Stewards of the Jockey Club will not reduce the benefits during the course of a period of insurance and will advise each jockey and apprentice at least four months prior to the expiration of a period of insurance of their intention to reduce the benefits payable pursuant to the policy for the next following period of insurance.

	
	
	
	

	Prohibited Practices
	Rule 171 (3)
	Revised 


	The use on, or administration or application to, any horse of any therapy, method or process which involves Gene Editing or Genome Editing. The use or administration of a Genetic Therapy, or the use or application of Gene Editing, in contravention of Rule 172.

	
	
	
	

	Genetic Therapy, and Gene Editing and Genome Editing
	Rule 172 (1)
	Revised 
	The use or administration of a Genetic Therapy on or to a horse is prohibited at all times. Provided that the use or administration of autologous conditioned serum or “platelet-rich plasma” therapies or treatments which do not involve the transfer of whole cells / DNA, unmodified stem cells, unmodified exosome therapy, and genetic material-containing vaccines against infectious agents are not defined as a Genetic Therapy shall be permitted.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rules 172 (3)
	Revised
	(i) The use on, or administration or application to, any horse of any therapy, method or process which involves of Gene Editing or Genome Editing on or to a horse, including during embryonic development and on the originating gametes or cells, is prohibited at all times.

(ii)  The possession of any genetic material and/or any equipment or instrument that could be used for Gene Editing is prohibited at all times.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


INSTRUCTIONS MADE BY THE STEWARDS
	Pecuniary Interest – Officials
	Inst. 6 (1)
	Revised
	No person shall act as a Steward, Handicapper, Judge, Starter, Clerk of the Scales or other Official, or in an official capacity as a farrier, starting gate attendant or timekeeper (or as an assistant or deputy to any of those positions) for any race if he has a pecuniary interest in the result.

	
	
	
	


	Bleeding/Irregular Heart Rhythm
	Inst. 8 (2) (i) 
	Revised
	On the first occasion a horse is reported to have Bled, it will be barred from racing for a period of three months. During the first month of the ban the horse will not be permitted to canter or gallop on a treadmill, use the swimming pools or to work on the small all-weather tracks, the large all-weather tracks or the grass tracks both in Hong Kong and at Conghua Racecourse, as well as the uphill gallop at Conghua Racecourse. During the second and third months of the ban, the horse will be allowed to use all training facilities.

	
	
	
	

	
	Inst. 8 (3) (i)

	Revised
	On the first occasion a horse is reported to have confirmed as having had an irregular heart rhythm, the horse may resume training once approved by a Veterinary Surgeon to do so, but the horse will not be permitted to be entered to race until it has passed an official veterinary examination and barrier trial at such time as determined by the Veterinary Officer will not be permitted to be entered to race for a period as stipulated by the Veterinary Officer.

	
	
	
	

	Bleeding/Irregular Heart Rhythm
	Inst. 8 (3) (ii)
	Revised
	On the second occasion a horse is reported to have had an irregular heart rhythm, the horse will be barred from racing for a period of six months. If the horse referred to in Instruction 8(3)(i) is confirmed as having had a subsequent irregular heart rhythm: —
(a) If the irregular heart rhythm occurred within 12 months of the previous irregular heart rhythm, the horse will be prohibited from racing for three months. During the first four months weeks of the ban prohibition, the horse will not be permitted to canter or gallop on a treadmill, use the swimming pools or to work on the small all-weather tracks, the large all-weather tracks or the grass tracks both in Hong Kong and at Conghua Racecourse, as well as the uphill gallop at Conghua Racecourse. Upon expiry of the said three months’ period, the horse will be permitted to be entered to race if it has passed an official veterinary examination and barrier trial at such time as determined by the Veterinary Officer.

(b)
If the irregular heart rhythm occurred more than 12 months after the previous irregular heart rhythm, then the horse may resume training once approved by a Veterinary Surgeon to do so, but the horse will not be permitted to be entered to race until it has passed an official veterinary examination and barrier trial at such time as determined by the Veterinary Officer.

	
	
	
	

	
	Inst. 8 (3) (iii)
	Revised

	On the third occasion a horse is reported to have had an irregular heart rhythm, the horse will be permanently barred from any further racing If a horse is confirmed as having had an irregular heart rhythm on three occasions within a 24-month period, the horse shall retire from racing under Instruction 1(1)(iii).

	
	
	
	

	Racecourses and Track Work Regulations
	Inst. 20 (1)
	Revised 
	The opening and use of all training tracks and facilities of the Club rests entirely with the Head of Raceday Operations, Tracks and Racing Facilities for facilities in Hong Kong and Executive Manager, Tracks, and Racing Projects and Facilities (CRC) for facilities at Conghua Racecourse, or such persons as authorised by them. Persons permitted to use training tracks and facilities of the Club shall comply with all directions and requirements of the Head of Raceday Operations, Tracks and Racing Facilities for facilities in Hong Kong and Executive Manager, Tracks, and Racing Projects and Facilities (CRC) for facilities at Conghua Racecourse, or such persons as authorised by them. Any person failing or refusing to do so may be penalised.

	
	
	
	

	Smoking
	Inst. 21
	Revised
	Smoking, vaping or the use of e-cigarettes is not allowed by licensed persons and stable staff inside the parade ring and any other area of the racecourse where smoking is prohibited.

	
	
	
	

	Spurs and Whips
	Inst. 22 (2)
	Revised 


	All whips used in races and in training must be of a design which complies with the requirements of the Stewards as provided for in the Equipment Register (Equine and Human) of the Club.

	
	
	
	

	
	Inst. 22 (3)
	Deleted
	The Stewards may punish a jockey if in their opinion he has used his whip in an   excessive, improper, unnecessary or inappropriate manner.

	
	
	
	

	
	Inst. 22 (4)
	Deleted
	The Stewards may punish any jockey who fails to retain his whip during the race.

	
	
	
	

	Prohibited Substances (Jockey)
	Inst. 44
	Added
	……

Ephedrine — at or above a threshold of 10 micrograms of ephedrine per millilitre in urine unless for a prescribed and approved use. 

Etomidate and etomidate-like substances
……

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Revised
	Methylphenidate unless for a prescribed and approved use




By Order of the Stewards


of the Jockey Club


ANDREW HARDING


Executive Director, Racing

4 September 2025
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