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N O T I C E


The Stewards have approved the following additions and amendments to the Rules of Racing and Instructions made by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.

RULES OF RACING

	Preamble

	Rule 1
	Revised
	……

The Stewards of the Jockey Club shall have the full power to make, repeal and amend these Rules and Instructions as they may deem necessary in accordance with Article 66 of the Articles of Association of the Club.

……

	
	
	
	

	Application of these Rules and Instructions
	Rule 5
	Revised
	Any act done or decision made by the Stewards of the Jockey Club, or by the Stewards or the administration of the Club in the exercise or intended exercise of any power or authority conferred on them by or under any of these Rules or Instructions shall, except where otherwise provided for in the Rules, be final and conclusive.

	
	
	
	

	Definitions
	Rule 7 (2)
	Revised
	"Apprentice" or "Apprentice Jockey" means a person who is indentured to the Club as an apprentice jockey and who holds a licence to ride for hire.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Revised
	"Licence" means and includes any approval, consent, permission, permit to train or ride, given by the Stewards of the Jockey Club pursuant to these Rules.  A person who holds such a licence is referred to as a "licensed person".

	
	
	
	

	Powers of the Stewards of The Jockey Club
	Rule 8 (24)
	Deleted
	To delegate to any person or body of persons all or any of their powers under these Rules.



	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 8 (2524)
	Re-numbered
	To make or publish from time to time policies, procedures, codes, or guidelines relating to matters under these Rules or Instructions or otherwise for the regulation of racing or upholding the integrity of racing.

	
	
	
	

	Powers of the Stewards of The Jockey Club
	Rule 8 (2625)
	Re-numbered
	To waive, or exempt any person or horse from, any Rule or Instruction relating to any ownership requirement on conditions they think fit for the purposes of upholding or promoting the interests, integrity, conduct and/or reputation of horse racing.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 8 (26)
	Added
	To determine any other matter arises which is not or which is alleged not to be provided for by these Rules.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 9
	Revised
	If any matter arises which is not or which is alleged not to be provided for by these Rules it shall be determined by the Stewards of the Jockey Club. The Stewards of the Jockey Club may delegate to any person or body of persons all or any of their powers under these Rules.  Any decision made by such delegate shall be deemed to have been made by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.

	
	
	
	

	Powers of the Stewards
	Rule 12 (45)
	Revised
	To immediately stand down a Trainer or Assistant Trainer from participating in a race meeting, track work and/or training, if, in the opinion of the Stewards, the continued participation of such person in racing or training activities may be prejudicial to the integrity, proper conduct and/or safety of horse racing and/or racing operations.

	
	
	
	

	Application for Licence
	Rule 14
	Revised
	No person can be a Trainer, an Assistant Trainer, a Jockey or an Apprentice Jockey without having a licence permitting them to do so issued by the Club.  By applying for a licence each applicant is deemed to have agreed to be bound by the Rules of Racing, Instructions, and Bye-laws that: —

……
(2)
a licence may be withdrawn or suspended by the Stewards of the Jockey Club if they shall determine that the licence holder’s conduct, whether or not conduct associated with racing, renders him unsuitable to continue to hold the licence issued to him;

(3)
the Stewards of the Jockey Club may impose such conditions as they consider appropriate either when issuing a licence or at any time during the period of its validity; and

(4)
the fees to be paid in respect of a licence shall be such as the Stewards of the Jockey Club shall from time to time decide.

	
	
	
	

	Application for Licence
	Rule 15 (1)
	Revised
	An applicant for a freelance jockey’s licence for the first time shall be entitled to make representations in support of his application and the Stewards of the Jockey Club may determine that an inquiry should be held before the application is rejected.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 16 (1)
	Revised
	Any application for a non-local jockey’s licence whether by a first-time applicant or by a non-local jockey who holds or has ever held a licence to ride issued by the Stewards of the Jockey Club under these Rules may be rejected without an inquiry and no reasons for the rejection need be given.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 16 (2)
	Revised
	A determination of the Stewards of the Jockey Club not to grant a non-local jockey’s licence shall be final and there shall be no right of appeal against any such determination.

	
	
	
	

	Licensing Committee
	Rules 
17-20
	Revised 

Heading
	Licensing Committee Matters

	
	
	
	

	Licensing Committee Matters
	Rule 17
	Revised
	To assist the Stewards of the Jockey Club in the licensing of persons there is established a Licensing Committee, the Chairman of which shall be a Steward of the Jockey Club.  The composition of the Licensing Committee shall be in accordance with the provisions of the Articles of Association of the Jockey Club and shall comprise of not less than three persons.  The members of the Licensing Committee shall be Stewards but other Members of the Jockey Club may be specifically appointed by the Stewards of the Jockey Club to hear and decide upon a particular matter. The Club may grant, refuse, vary, suspend or withdraw a licence, or stand down a licensed person in accordance with these Rules and/or any policy or criteria as approved by the Stewards of the Jockey Club from time to time.

	
	
	
	

	Licensing Committee Matters
	Rule 18
	Revised
	(1)
The Licensing Committee shall determine all matters relating to the licensing of persons under these Rules, including the issue, renewal, variation, suspension, cancellation and withdrawal of licences. 

(2)
Without limiting any other Rules or the power of the Stewards of the Jockey Club, the Licensing Committee may: —

(i)
immediately stand down or suspend the licence of a person charged with a criminal offence in Hong Kong or elsewhere which is associated with horse racing, betting or bookmaking until the conclusion of those criminal proceedings;

(ii)
stand down or suspend the licence of a person charged with other criminal offences in Hong Kong or elsewhere until the conclusion of those criminal proceedings if the Licensing Committee is of the opinion that continued participation of such person in racing or activities of the Club or the maintenance of the licence of such person might be prejudicial to the interests, integrity, proper conduct and/or good reputation of the Club and/or horse racing;

(iii)
stand down or suspend the licence of a person pending the determination of any inquiry or proceedings conducted under these Rules if the Licensing Committee is of the opinion that continued participation of such person in racing or activities of the Club or the maintenance of the licence of such person might be prejudicial to the interests, integrity, proper conduct and/or good reputation of the Club and/or horse racing; or

(iv)
otherwise stand down or suspend the licence of a person under Rule 8 (17) or (18).  

The Club may refer any licensing matter to the Stewards of the Jockey Club for determination.

	
	
	
	

	Licensing Committee Matters
	Rule 19
	Revised
	The Licensing Committee may determine and regulate the form of and the procedure for any inquiries it may hold.  The Licensing Committee may invite Officials to attend the hearing of any inquiry it may hold to make such representations as Officials consider to be relevant for the Licensing Committee to consider in its deliberations at the inquiry. The Stewards of the Jockey Club may constitute a special panel consisting of not less than three members to hear and decide upon a particular matter referred to them under Rule 18.  The Stewards of the Jockey Club may appoint any Member or executive of the Club to join the panel, provided that at least one member of such panel must be a Steward of the Jockey Club.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 20
	Revised
	Any person attending or required to attend before the Licensing Committee shall not be entitled to be represented by any other person, provided that

(1)
An apprentice may be represented by his allocated trainer or another trainer acting for his allocated trainer.

(2)
A person attending or required to attend before the Licensing Committee in any hearing under these Rules may be legally represented by leave of the Licensing Committee.  

The Stewards of the Jockey Club may determine and regulate the form of and the procedure for any inquiry it may hold under Rule 19.  The Stewards of the Jockey Club or any special panel constituted under Rule 19 may invite representatives of the Club to attend the hearing of any inquiry it may hold to make such representations as the Club may consider to be relevant to the issues to be determined by the Stewards of the Jockey Club or the special panel in the inquiry.

	
	
	
	

	Licensing Appeals
	Rule 21 (1)
	Revised
	Except in the circumstances set out in Rule 16(2), any licensed person aggrieved by a licensing decision made of the Licensing Committee under these Rules may appeal against such decision to the Stewards of the Jockey Club in accordance with this Rule 21 and Rules 133 and 134.

	
	
	
	

	Standing Down or Suspension of Licensed Persons
	Rule 22
	Added 

Heading 
	Standing Down or Suspension of Licensed Persons

	
	
	
	

	Standing Down or Suspension of Licensed Persons
	Rule 22
	Added

	(Deleted.) Without limiting any other Rules, the Club may: —
(1)
immediately stand down or suspend the licence of a person charged with a criminal offence in Hong Kong or elsewhere which is associated with horse racing, betting or bookmaking until the conclusion of those criminal proceedings;

(2)
stand down or suspend the licence of a person charged with other criminal offences in Hong Kong or elsewhere until the conclusion of those criminal proceedings if the Club is of the opinion that continued participation of such person in racing or activities of the Club or the maintenance of the licence of such person might be prejudicial to the interests, integrity, proper conduct and/or good reputation of the Club and/or horse racing;

(3)
stand down or suspend the licence of a person pending the determination of any inquiry or proceedings conducted under these Rules if the Club is of the opinion that continued participation of such person in racing or activities of the Club or the maintenance of the licence of such person might be prejudicial to the interests, integrity, proper conduct and/or good reputation of the Club and/or horse racing; or

(4)
otherwise stand down or suspend the licence of a person under Rule 8 (17) or (18).

	
	
	
	

	Syndicates

Syndicates
	Rule 43

Rule 43
	Revised and 

re-numbered
Revised and 

re-numbered


	……

(4)
Membership of a syndicate, other than as a manager, shall not constitute ownership for the purposes of the provision which governs the right of those that already own five horses, either as a sole owner, a partner or a syndicate manager, to take part in a ballot. In all other aspects the Rules governing ownership continue to apply.

(5)
Any eligible person as specified in the Ownership Bye-laws shall be permitted to join up to four approved syndicates, either as a syndicate manager or an ordinary member.
(6)
Although it will be permitted for such syndicates to own more than one horse, separate syndicates for different horses within one club or approved body will not be permitted.
(74)
The names of the members of a syndicate and those of the nominated managers together with a copy of the agreement between them signed by each member shall be lodged at the Registry Office.

(85)
Any subsequent alteration to an agreement must have the approval of the Stewards of the Jockey Club before any such alteration may be duly registered.

(96)
A horse in which a syndicate is interested shall not be eligible to be entered for or to run in any race whilst any member of the syndicate is a disqualified person and in the event of any such member becoming a disqualified person the registration of any syndicate agreement in respect of the horse shall automatically lapse.

(107)
Applications for renewal of registration of a syndicate shall be made annually in the month of August subject to payment of a prescribed fee which shall be determined by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.

(118)
Every registration of a syndicate with names of all the current managers and members shall be published on a regular basis in such manner as the Club may decide from time to time.

(129)
Every member of a syndicate shall in all respects and for all purposes be bound by the Rules of Racing and Instructions and Bye-laws of the Jockey Club irrespective of the nature or extent of the interest or rights of such member in the syndicate and irrespective of the provisions of any constitution governing the syndicate or any agreement between the members of the syndicate.

(1310)
Any member of a syndicate committing a breach of any of the Rules of Racing and Instructions and Bye-laws of the Jockey Club relating to syndicates or failing to comply with any of the requirements there of may be penalised by the Stewards of the Jockey Club who may also disqualify any horse owned by the syndicate.

(1411)
Every provision contained in these Rules governing syndicates shall also apply to Trainer Syndicates.

	
	
	
	

	Apprentices
	Rule 57 (4)
	Revised


	All apprentice indenture agreements will not normally be extended beyond a period of six years, provided that the apprentice may continue to ride until the conclusion of the season in which his indenture expires. However, in exceptional circumstances the Licensing Committee Club may further extend any indenture agreement.

	
	
	
	

	Procedure for Appeals
	Rule 134 (1)
	Revised
	The appeal shall be heard by a an appeal panel comprising of not less than three appointed by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.  If less than three Stewards of the Jockey Club are available or if the Stewards of the Jockey Club shall see fit, the Stewards of the Jockey Club may appoint one or more Member(s) of the Club to the appeal panel for that particular appeal.  No person who is a member of the panel against whose decision the appeal is made shall sit on the appeal panel.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 134 (3)
	Revised
	On the hearing of the appeal, the Stewards of the Jockey Club appeal panel may: —

……

	
	
	
	

	Representation in an Inquiry or Appeal
	Rule 135
	Revised
	A person attending or required to attend before the Stewards, or the Stewards of the Jockey Club, or any body appointed by the Stewards of the Jockey Club under these Rules shall not be represented by any other person, whether a member of the legal profession or otherwise, except with leave of the panel hearing the matter or in the following circumstances: —

(1)
An apprentice jockey may, regardless of whether any legal representation is permitted under these Rules, be represented by the trainer to whom he is allocated or the Chief Riding Instructor supervising trainer or another trainer on behalf of the supervising trainer in his absence.  In case of a hearing concerning a riding offence, the Apprentice may be represented by the Chief Riding Instructor.
……

	
	
	
	



By Order of the Stewards


of the Jockey Club


ANDREW HARDING


Executive Director, Racing

11 November 2024
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