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N O T I C E


The Stewards have approved the following additions and amendments to the Rules of Racing and Instructions made by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.

RULES OF RACING

	Powers of the Stewards of The Jockey Club


	Rule 8 (22)
	Revised
	To annul or mitigate any penalty imposed by the Stewards any person or body authorised by these Rules, subject to such conditions as the Stewards of the Jockey Club may impose.

	
	
	
	

	Application for Licence
	Rule 16 (2)
	Revised
	A determination of the Stewards of the Jockey Club to withdraw or not to grant a non-local jockey’s licence shall be final and there shall be no right of appeal against any such determination.

	
	
	
	

	Licensing Appeals
	Rule 21 (1)
	Revised
	Except in the circumstances set out in Rule 16 (2), any licensed person, except a non-local jockey, aggrieved by a decision a withdrawal of a licence or a refusal of the Licensing Committee under these Rules to grant him a further licence may appeal against the Licensing Committee’s such decision to the Stewards of the Jockey Club in accordance with Rules 21 and 22.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 22 (1)
	Revised
	The appeal shall be heard by a panel appointed by the at least three Stewards of the Jockey Club. If less than three Stewards of the Jockey Club are available or if the Stewards of the Jockey Club shall see fit, the number shall be made up by other Members of the Stewards of the Jockey Club specifically appointed by the Stewards of the Jockey Club to hear that may appoint one or more Member(s) of the Club to the appeal panel for a 

particular appeal, but no member of a Licensing Committee against whose decision the appeal is made shall be included. No member of the Licensing Committee against whose decision is appealed may sit on the appeal panel.

	
	
	
	

	Apprentices
	Rule 57 (10)
	Revised
	Subject to any policy that may be issued by the Club to employees and/or licensed persons from time to time, all gratuities to apprentices shall be paid to the Club to be held in accordance with the terms and conditions of the apprentice indenture agreement.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 57 (11)
	Revised
	Subject to any policy that may be issued by the Club to employees and/or licensed persons from time to time, in the event of any apprentice receiving a gratuity or any trainer receiving a gratuity on behalf of an apprentice the same shall be paid within seven days to the Club and shall be held in accordance with the conditions of the apprentice indenture agreement.

	
	
	
	

	Equipment
	Rule 94 (65)
	Re-numbered
	No jockey shall use stirrup irons the design of which has not been approved by the Stewards.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 94 (76)
	Re-numbered
	No substitute for a whip shall be carried in any race.

	
	
	
	

	Appeals
	Rule 133 (5)
	Revised 
	The Stewards of the Jockey Club may invite the Stewards to attend the hearing of the appeal to explain the reasons for their decisions and comment on any fresh evidence adduced by leave; or to invite Officials to attend the appeal to make such representations as the Officials consider to be relevant to the appeal, provided that the Stewards of the Jockey Club hearing the appeal shall deliberate alone when reaching their decision on the appeal.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 134 (1)
	Revised
	The appeal shall be heard by a panel appointed by the at least three Stewards of the Jockey Club. If less than three Stewards of the Jockey Club are available or if the Stewards of the Jockey Club shall see fit, the number shall be made up by other Members of the Jockey Club specifically appointed by the Stewards of the Jockey Club may appoint one or more Member(s) of the Club to the appeal panel to hear for that particular appeal, but no Steward of a meeting against whose decision the appeal is made shall be included. No Steward of the Jockey Club who is a member of the Racing Stewards against whose decision the appeal is made shall sit on the appeal panel.

	
	
	
	

	Prohibited Substances
	Rule 136 (1) (v)
	Revised
	Agents that are capable, at any time, of directly or indirectly causing an action or effect, or an action and effect on, and/or manipulating, gene expression in any mammalian body. This includes including but is not limited to gene editing agents with the capacity to alter genome sequences and/or the transcriptional, post-transcriptional or epigenetic regulation of gene expression.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 136 (2)
	Deleted
	Dimethyl sulphoxide

15 micrograms dimethyl sulphoxide per millilitre in urine, or

1 microgram dimethyl sulphoxide per millilitre in plasma

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Revised
	Testosterone

0.02 microgram free and conjugated testosterone per millilitre in urine from geldings when, at the screening stage, the free and conjugated testosterone exceeds five times the free and conjugated epi-testosterone, or

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Added
	Note:
e.
No determination and consideration of the specific gravity of a horse urine sample is required when comparing its concentration with a urinary threshold.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Corrupt Practices and Disqualification of Persons
	Rule 151 (2)
	Revised
	Uses or has in his possession any electric or electronic apparatus or improper contrivance or means capable of affecting the behaviour and/or performance of a horse in a race, barrier trial, stalls test or in track work; or

	
	
	
	

	Benevolent Fund and Jockeys’ Accident Funds Compensation and Insurance Schemes

The Benevolent Fund
	Rule 164 (1) 164
	Revised and 

Re-numbered
	A fund shall be kept under the name of the Benevolent Fund for the relief of trainers, jockeys, apprentices, work-riders and their dependants. The Stewards of the Jockey Club may make grants out of the Benevolent Fund to any person who at any time has held a permit to ride or to such other persons who may be approved by the Stewards of the Jockey Club or to the dependants of those who are dead, whether or not any such person or dependant has a claim on the Jockeys and Apprentices Accident Fund.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	The Club maintains a fund under the name of the Benevolent Fund for the relief of trainers, jockeys, apprentices, work-riders and their dependants.  The Stewards of the Jockey Club may make grants out of the fund to any person who at any time has held a permit to ride or to such other persons who may be approved by the Stewards of the Jockey Club or to their dependants whether or not any such person or dependant has a claim on the Jockeys’ Accident Compensation Scheme.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 164 (2) 165
	Re-numbered
	The fund shall be under the charge of the Stewards of the Jockey Club and shall be administered by them in their discretion.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 164 (3) 166
	Re-numbered
	The balance of the fund will be maintained at a level to be decided by the Stewards of the Jockey Club from time to time. All licence fees and fines received by the Registry Office and any other sums that the Stewards of the Jockey Club may direct will be credited to the fund until the laid down balance is reached. Thereafter licence fees and fines will be applied to the general administration of racing as the Stewards of the Jockey Club may direct.

	
	
	
	

	The Jockeys’ and Apprentices’ Accident Compensation SchemeFund
	Rule 165 167
	Revised and 

Re-numbered
	The following scheme known as the Jockeys’ and Apprentices’ Accident Fund ("the Fund") exists to provide for ex-gratia payments in exceptional circumstances and a daily allowance for jockeys and apprentices injured whilst carrying out their duties riding in races or riding work on any racecourse under the control of the Stewards of the Jockey Club and will continue in force until such time as the Stewards of the Jockey Club may determine.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	The Club maintains and administers a scheme known as the Jockeys’ Accident Compensation Scheme ("the Scheme") to provide jockeys and apprentices a daily allowance for injury and a lump sum benefit in the event of death, permanent total or permanent partial disablement resulting from an accident occurring whilst the injured jockey or apprentice is carrying out his duties riding in races or riding work on any racecourse under the control of the Stewards of the Jockey Club. In exceptional circumstances the Stewards may also make ex-gratia payments to such injured jockeys or apprentices out of the Scheme. The Scheme will continue to be in force until such time as the Stewards of the Jockey Club may determine.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 166 (1)
	Deleted
	Every owner shall pay into the Fund a sum fixed from time to time by the Stewards of the Jockey Club for each horse declared to start in a race, such sum to be paid to the Registry Office at the time of entry.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 166 (2)
	Deleted
	Every jockey shall pay into the Fund a sum fixed from time to time by the Stewards of the Jockey Club in respect of every race for which he is weighed-out.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 166 (3)
	Deleted
	The Stewards of the Jockey Club may exempt any meeting under these Rules from the operation of these Rules relating to the Jockeys’ and Apprentices’ Accident Fund.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 167 168
	Revised and 

Re-numbered
	The Fund shall be administered and payments made by the Stewards of the Jockey Club and no person shall have any claim against the Fund or voice in the administration of the Fund notwithstanding he may have contributed to the Fund.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	The Stewards of the Jockey Club may determine and make such rules on the administration of and payment under the Scheme from time to time.  Subject to the prevailing rules at the time of the injury or disablement: —

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 168 (1)
	Revised
	In the event of a jockey or apprentice jockey holding a current licence being unable to ride work or ride in races on account of injuries sustained in race riding or riding work the jockey or apprentice jockey may be entitled to a payment of such sum as fixed from time to time for the first fourteen days during which he is indisposed, provided that the disablement is for a period of not less than seven days. Thereafter daily compensation will be made from the Club funded insurance policy, subject to a successful insurance claim.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	In the event of a jockey or apprentice jockey holding a current licence is unable to ride work or ride in races on account of injuries sustained in race riding or riding work for a period of no less than 7 days, such jockey or apprentice jockey may be entitled to a payment of a daily allowance as fixed from time to time by the Stewards of the Jockey Club up to a total period of 106 weeks during which he is indisposed.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 168 (2)
	Added
	A jockey or apprentice may be entitled to a lump sum as fixed from time to time by the Stewards of the Jockey Club if he dies or suffers any permanent total disablement or permanent partial disablement resulting from an accident occurring whilst he is carrying out his duties riding in races or riding work on any racecourse under the control of the Stewards of the Jockey Club.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 168 (23)
	Revised and 

Re-numbered
	Payment in all cases will be subject to a medical certificate issued by a doctor appointed by the Club.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Payment in all cases will be subject to medical certification issued by a doctor appointed by the Club and provision of other information or documentation as required by the Club.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 169
	Deleted
	An account shall be opened in the name of the “Jockeys’ and Apprentices’ Accident Fund” into which all monies received at the Registry Office for the benefit of the Fund shall be paid.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 170
	Deleted
	For the purposes of securing the efficient working of the scheme the Stewards of the Jockey Club may from time to time advance such sums out of the funds of the Club as may be necessary.  Any amounts so advanced shall be repaid from subsequent subscriptions to the Fund.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 171
	Deleted
	The Stewards of the Jockey Club shall keep a record of all claims and payments made to and out of the Fund and a detailed statement made up to the end of the last racing season and audited by a chartered accountant shall be presented at the Annual General Meeting of the Club.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 172
	Deleted
	The Stewards of the Jockey Cub are authorised to receive and to administer bequests and donations to the fund.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	The Jockeys’ and Apprentices’ Accidents Insurance Scheme


	Rule 173 169 (1)
	Re-numbered
	The Stewards of the Jockey Club will in each racing season pay the premium for a policy of insurance in respect of each licensed jockey and apprentice to provide a benefit of HK$2,000,000 payable in the event of death or permanent total disablement and up to a maximum of HK$2,000,000 in the event of permanent partial disablement resulting from an accident occurring whilst the insured jockey or apprentice is carrying out his duties when riding in races or riding work on any racecourse under the control of the Stewards of the Jockey Club.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 173 169 (2)
	Re-numbered
	The insurance policy will be between the jockey or apprentice and the insurance company and each jockey or apprentice or his representative is responsible for effecting any claim to be made pursuant to the insurance policy.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 173 169 (3)
	Re-numbered
	Jockeys or apprentices will be obliged to complete such proposal forms, if any, as the nominated insurance company shall require and, from time to time, provide any supplemental or additional information required by the insurance company. A jockey or apprentice completing any proposal form or providing any additional information shall be solely and exclusively responsible for the accuracy thereof and shall have no claim against the Stewards of the Jockey Club in respect of any rejection of any claim for compensation arising out of any material non-disclosure or provision of incorrect information whereby such policy of insurance shall be void, voidable or vitiated.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 173 169 (4)
	Re-numbered
	Jockeys and apprentices will be obliged to submit to such medical examinations, if any, as the insurance company may from time to time require.  The Stewards of the Jockey Club shall be discharged from the obligation to comply with this Rule so far as it relates to a jockey or apprentice who fails to pass any such medical examination.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 173 169 (5)
	Re-numbered
	Jockeys and apprentices shall be exclusively responsible for observing and performing the terms and conditions of their policies of insurance and the Stewards of the Jockey Club shall be under no liability to any jockey or apprentice if as a result of any failure to observe any term and condition of his insurance policy his rights thereunder are adversely affected.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 173 169 (6)
	Re-numbered
	Jockeys and apprentices may make private arrange​ments with the insurance company or any other insurance company of their choice to extend the cover afforded by the policy of insurance or take out any additional policy but the responsibility to pay any additional premium(s) and to comply with any other specific requirements of the insurance company will be exclusively that of the jockey or apprentice.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 174 170
	Re-numbered
	The Stewards of the Jockey Club may from time to time increase the maximum insured benefits given to every licensed jockey or apprentice.  The Stewards of the Jockey Club may from time to time reduce the maximum insurance benefits afforded by the insurance policy provided that the Stewards of the Jockey Club will not reduce the benefits during the course of a period of insurance and will advise each jockey and apprentice at least four months prior to the expiration of a period of insurance of their intention to reduce the benefits payable pursuant to the policy for the next following period of insurance.

	
	
	
	

	Prohibited Practices
	Rule 175 171
	Re-numbered
	Any person found guilty of committing or procuring or causing any person commit any of the following prohibited practices may be declared a disqualified person and where a horse has been subjected to any of the specified prohibited practices, the Stewards of the Jockey Club or the Stewards may in accordance with their respective powers, suspend, make ineligible to race or otherwise make any order in relation to the subject horse: —

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 175 171 (1)
	Re-numbered
	The application of thermocautery to the skin over the musculoskeletal structures to cause a counter-irritant effect.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 175 171 (2)
	Re-numbered
	The application of a substance to cause vesiculation of the skin and underlying tissues.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 175 171 (3)
	Re-numbered
	The use on, or administration or application to, any horse of any therapy, method or process which involves Gene Editing or Genome Editing.

	
	
	
	

	Genetic Therapy, Gene Editing and Genome Editing
	Rule 176 172 (1)
	Re-numbered
	The use or administration of a Genetic Therapy on or to a horse is prohibited at all times. Provided that the use or administration of autologous conditioned serum or “platelet-rich plasma” treatments which do not involve the transfer of whole cells / DNA shall be permitted.

	
	
	
	

	
	Rule 176 172 (2)
	Re-numbered
	A Genetic Therapy may be used or administered to a specific horse with the express prior approval of the Club if that Genetic Therapy is used to treat an injury or disorder formally diagnosed by a veterinarian, and:

(i)
is not capable of modifying a horse’s heritable genome;

(ii)
does not pose a threat to the welfare of horse;

(iii)
does not pose a threat to the integrity of racing, either by having the potential to enhance or harm the performance of a horse in a race.


INSTRUCTIONS MADE BY THE STEWARDS
	Compulsory and Voluntary Retirement of Horses
	Inst. 1

(1) (iii)
	Revised 
	Horses whose veterinary histories indicate that, in the opinion of the Veterinary Officer, they are no longer sound and/or safe racing propositions.  This includes horses with one eye or blind of an eye, horses that have been reported to have bled from one or both nostrils on 2 occasions and horses that have been reported on 3 occasions to have had an irregular heart rhythm.  Provided that any horse foaled in the Southern Hemisphere which will be an 8 year old at the season end and any horse foaled in the Northern Hemisphere which will be nine at the season end will be required to have a full veterinary examination to determine its suitability to remain in training for the coming season and any horse which has not run in a race under the Rules for twelve months will be required to pass a barrier trial and have a full veterinary examination before it is entered for a race.

	
	
	
	

	Tack and Gear
	Inst. 5 (2) (vii) (d)
	Revised 
	Trainers are advised that the approval of the Veterinary Officer Head Farrier must first be obtained for the plating of horses for races in any way other than with a plain shoe, . The including the use of wedges, glue-on shoes, bar shoes or any other horseshoe of non-standard design, leathers or any substance between the plate and the hoof in any form of plating.  All horses plated in any way other than with a plain shoe also requires the subsequent inspection and the approval of the Veterinary Officer.  Glue-on aluminium racing plates will not be permitted to be applied, or re-applied, less than two (2) hours prior to the time a horse is due to start in a race.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Smoking
	Inst. 21
	Revised 
	Smoking is not allowed by jockeys licensed persons and stable staff inside the parade ring and any other area of the racecourse where smoking is prohibited is not allowed.



By Order of the Stewards


of the Jockey Club


ANDREW HARDING


Executive Director, Racing

3 August 2021
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