N O T I C E


The Stewards have approved the following additions and amendments to the Rules of Racing and Instructions made by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.
RULES OF RACING

	Definitions
	Rule 7 (2)
	Revised
	"Privileged Information" means information about the likely performance of a horse in a race which is not publicly available and consists of matters which are not readily observable or known by the public.

"Inside Information" means any information about:

(i)
any condition, abnormality, injury, or sickness or other matter affecting a horse’s ability to train or race; or
(ii)
the likely performance of a horse in a race,
which is not publicly available.

Information is publicly available if it:
(i)
consists of a matter that is readily observable or known by the public; or

(ii)
has been disclosed or made known or made available in a manner that would bring it to the attention of the public.



	
	
	Added
	"Advantage" means anything which is reasonably considered by the Club to be of value or benefit to the offeree including but not limited to money, gifts, loans, services, contracts, employment, the exercise or forbearance from the exercise of certain rights, favours or discharge of liability in whole or in part.



	Definitions
	Rule 7 (2)
	Added
Added

Added
	"Gene Editing" means any process or treatment in respect of a horse which involves the insertion, deletion and/or replacement of DNA at a specific site in the genome of the horse.
"Genetic Therapy" means any therapy, method or process which involves the use or administration of oligomers or polymers of nucleic acid, nucleic acid analogues, genetically modified cells and gene editing agents which are capable, at any time, of directly or indirectly causing an action or effect on, and/or manipulating, gene expression in any mammalian body, including but not limited to gene editing agents with the capacity to alter genome sequences and/or the transcriptional, post-transcriptional or epigenetic regulation of gene expression.
"Genome Editing" means any process or treatment in respect of a horse which involves the insertion, deletion and/or replacement of DNA in the genome of the horse.



	Clerk of the Scales
	Rule 29 (1)
	Revised
	Weigh the jockeys in accordance with the conditions of the race and these Rules. and furnish the Starter with a list of runners.


	Ownership

Registration as Owners
	Rule 39 (1)
	Revised
	Only the following persons may be registered as owners: — 
(i)
Members of The Hong Kong Jockey Club and their spouses Eligible Members of the Club as specified in the Ownership Bye-laws and their spouse or children in accordance with Rule 39 (4) and Rule   39 (5).
(ii)
Approved partnerships and syndicates the composition of which is restricted to Members of The Hong Kong Jockey Club formed by eligible Members of the Club as specified in the Ownership Bye-laws.
(iii)
A body corporate approved by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.
(iv)
Persons, members of partnerships or syndicates registered as owners by of any Recognised Racing Authority and invited to register as visiting owners by the Stewards of Tthe Hong Kong Jockey Club.


	
	Rule 39 (3)
	Revised
	The leasing of horses registered by the Club is prohibited.
Every horse shall race in the actual name of the owner as registered with the Club.  The name of each sole owner or part-owner of a horse will be published as part of the racing information.



	Ownership

Registration as Owners
	Rule 39 (4)
	Added
	A sole owner may race a horse jointly with his or her spouse, who may or may not be a Member.  However, in such case, the spouse shall not be entitled to any share of the horse and will not be treated as an owner or one of the partners.



	
	Rule 39 (5)
	Added
	A sole owner may race a horse jointly with his child or children who is or are Racing Club Members.  However, in such case, the child or children shall not be entitled to any share of the horse and will not be treated as an owner or one of the partners.


	
	Rule 39 (6)
	Added
	The fee for registration for each horse payable by a sole owner, partnership or syndicate will be at such rate as determined by the Stewards of the Jockey Club from time to time.


	Assumed Names

Ownership and Contingencies
Assumed Names

Ownership and Contingencies
	Rule 40 (1)
Rule 40 (2)
Rule 40 (3)
Rule 40 (4)

Rule 40 (5)
	Revised
Revised
Revised
Revised
Added

	An owner desiring to use an assumed name under these Rules must register such name with the Registry Office prior to the date fixed for the closing of the entries.
Ownership of a horse must be absolute in the sense it is not subject to any arrangement whereby a third party may have some continuing or future interest in the horse.  Such arrangements or interests shall include, but are not limited to, credit or deferred payment arrangements, any interest in the prize money, leases, leaseback, options to repurchase or return of the horse back to the original owner or any third party when it retires from racing.
An owner cannot register as his assumed name one which has been already registered by any other owner or the real name of any other owner who owns racehorses.

Notwithstanding Rule 40 (1), a horse may be purchased by the owner subject to contingencies.  A contingency may include payment of additional money by the owner dependent upon future performance, or any breeding arrangement for a horse subsequent to its retirement from racing provided that such payment or arrangement shall not in any way affect absolute ownership of the horse as set out in Rule 40 (1) whilst registered with the Club and a declaration is made pursuant to Rule 40 (3).
Every owner shall race in his own name unless he has a registered assumed name, in which case he must race in that name.

Where a horse is purchased with contingencies, the owner must on application for registration of the horse declare the existence and nature of such contingencies and provide such information or document as requested by the Club.  The Stewards of the Jockey Club may refuse such registration without providing any reasons.
An assumed name may be changed at any time by registering a new assumed name and any owner who has registered an assumed name may at any time abandon it by giving written notice to the Registry Office.

An owner may transfer up to 50% of his or her interest in a horse to his or her spouse or children, who must be an eligible Member as specified in the Ownership Bye-laws, subject to payment of the applicable registration fee in accordance with the Rules.  In the case of a partnership, the transfer is subject to Rule     41 (2) and the number of partners shall not exceed four (4) as a result of the transfer.
The leasing of horses registered with the Club is prohibited.


	Partnerships, Sales with Contingencies Etc.

Partnerships, Sales with Contingencies Etc.

Partnerships, Sales with Contingencies Etc.
	Rule 41 (1)
Rule 41 (2)
Rule 41 (3)
Rule 41 (4)
Rule 41 (5)
Rule 41 (6)
Rule 41 (7)
Rule 41 (8)
Rule 41 (9)
Rule 41 (10)
Rule 41 (11)
	Revised
Revised
Deleted
Deleted
Deleted
Deleted
Deleted
Deleted
Deleted

Deleted

Deleted
	Every owner, partnership or syndicate owning a horse is required to declare to the Club whether or not the horse is sold to him or them with contingencies.

Where a horse is owned by a partnership (which shall comprise not more than four persons who must be an eligible Member as specified in the Ownership Bye-laws), the name and address of every person having an interest in such horse and the relative proportions of such interest must be declared in specified form and signed by all the partners or their authorised agents.
Where a horse is owned by more than one person but not more than four persons a document stating the name and address of every person having an interest in such horse and the relative proportions of such interest must be signed by all the parties or their authorised agents and lodged at the Registry Office, whereupon the partnership shall be deemed to be registered unless thereafter the Stewards of the Jockey Club refuse to accept the registration. All members of a partnership shall be jointly and severally liable for every stake or forfeit and no part-owner shall assign his share or any part thereof in a horse without the consent of his partners.

All members of a partnership shall be jointly and severally liable for any entrance money, stake, forfeit or any other liability in respect of the horse.  No partner shall assign his share or any part thereof in a horse without the consent of all other partners.

Where a horse is sold with contingencies or is the subject of any other joint arrangement, a document stating the names and addresses of all the parties interested shall be signed and lodged as above and shall state fully the terms of such sale with contingencies or other arrangement whereupon the sale with contingencies or other arrangement shall be deemed to be registered unless thereafter the Stewards of the Jockey Club refuse to accept the registration.
Where a horse is the property of a partnership or syndicate or where it is the subject of any sale with contingencies or arrangement requiring registration under this Rule, the registration of such partnership, sale with contingencies or arrangement shall be effected before the horse may be entered for any race or run in any race.

If any horse starts for any race without the particulars of such partnership, sale with contingencies or arrangement having been lodged such horse may on a protest/objection provided for by these Rules be disqualified unless it be proved to the satisfaction of the Stewards of the Jockey Club that the omission to lodge the particulars thereof was accidental and unless the Stewards of the Jockey Club certify that they accept the registration  thereof, in which case the person responsible for the omission to lodge the particulars may be subject to a fine of an amount to be determined by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.

Fees for the registration of a partnership or syndicate will be payable for each horse for each registration at a rate to be determined by the Stewards of the Jockey Club.
An owner may transfer up to 50% of his or her interest in a horse to his or her spouse who must be a Club Member without restriction by application to the Registry Office, subject to payment of the applicable registration fees in accordance with these Rules.
A Member may race a horse jointly with his or her spouse without the spouse necessarily being a Member but in such cases the spouse will not be entitled to any share of the horse and will not be treated as an owner or one of the partners. The same applies to a Member who wishes to race a horse jointly with his or her spouse but without transferring any of its shares to the spouse even though the spouse is a Member.
The spouse or widow or widower of a Member who wishes to apply for sole ownership of a horse shall apply to become a Member and be subject to the conditions of the Ownership Bye-laws.
An owner may apply to the Club to transfer up to 50% of his or her interest in a horse to his or her children who must be Full or Racing Members in their own right, subject to payment of the applicable registration fees in accordance with these Rules; provided that there will not be more than four (4) partners as a result.
An owner may race a horse jointly with his or her children who are Racing Club Members but in such cases the children will not be entitled to any share of the horse and will not be treated as owners or partners, unless such children can meet the ownership requirements provided for elsewhere in this Rule.


	Syndicates
	Rule 43 (2)
	Revised
	All syndicate members members of a Syndicate must be eligible Members of Tthe Hong Kong Jockey Club as specified in the Ownership Bye-laws.


	Veterinary
	Rule 46 (2)
	Revised
	……. samples from horses for any purpose they consider necessary, including for testing, diagnostic, treatment, education, research or publication purposes. …….


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Apprentices
	Rule 57 (6)
	Deleted
	Any apprentice who is claiming 10 lb shall not be permitted to ride in a race any horse which has not had three starts, unless such apprentice has ridden 5 winners in Jockey Club Races or in races held by a Recognised Racing Authority.



	
	Rule 57 (10)
	Deleted
	A horse that has not raced in any Jockey Club Race shall not be ridden in a stalls test or barrier trial by an apprentice unless he has ridden in 10 races being either Jockey Club Races or races held by a Recognised Racing Authority.



	
	Rule 57 (76)
	Re-numbered
	The Stewards of the Jockey Club may permit an apprentice not indentured to the Club to ride in any Jockey Club Race if they are satisfied that at the relevant time such apprentice is entitled to ride in races in the country in which he is indentured.


	
	Rule 57 (87)
	Re-numbered
	An apprentice shall not misconduct himself in any way whether in Hong Kong, Conghua Racecourse or elsewhere.


	
	Rule 57 (98)
	Re-numbered
	The Stewards may at any time suspend or terminate the indenture agreement of an apprentice.


	
	Rule 57 (119)
	Re-numbered
	No apprentice who is eligible to claim a 10 lb or 7 lb weight allowance shall be permitted to ride in any Group race nor in any race in the 4-Y-O Classic Series. Further, no apprentice who is eligible to claim a 5 lb weight allowance shall be permitted to ride in any Group race which is conducted under terms conditions nor in any race in the 4-Y-O Classic Series.


	
	Rule 57 (1210)
	Re-numbered
	All gratuities to apprentices shall be paid to the Club to be held in accordance with the conditions of the apprentice indenture agreement.


	
	Rule 57 (1311)
	Re-numbered
	In the event of any apprentice receiving a gratuity or any trainer receiving a gratuity on behalf of an apprentice the same shall be paid within seven days to the Club and shall be held in accordance with the conditions of the apprentice indenture agreement.


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Offences by Jockeys
	Rule 59 (1)
	Revised
	No jockey shall: —

Give any privileged information regarding any horse he has ridden in training or is to ride or has ridden in a race to any person other than the owner or trainer of such horse.

Notwithstanding Rule 155 (17), give,  disclose or otherwise make available any inside information regarding any horse he:

(i)
Has ridden or was to ride in training; or 

(ii)
Is to ride, was to ride or has ridden in a race,
To any person other than the owner or trainer of such horse, or Club officials or Stewards or any other persons authorised by the Club.


	
	Rule 59 (2)
	Revised
	Notwithstanding Rule 151 (4), solicit, Aaccept or agree to accept any pecuniary or other gift or other consideration advantage in connection with any race in which he rides or is to ride except from the nominator of the horse he rides or is to ride in such race or otherwise without the written permission consent of the Club such nominator.


	Equipment
	Rule 94 (5)
	Deleted
	The use of blinding hoods or blinding blinkers or any form of shutter is prohibited in any race.



	Prohibited Substances
	Rule 136 (1) (v)
	Revised
	For the purposes of these Rules the following are prohibited substances: —

Agents that directly or indirectly affect or manipulate gene expression
Agents that are capable, at any time, of directly or indirectly causing an action or effect on, and/or manipulating, gene expression in any mammalian  body, including but not limited to gene editing agents with the capacity to alter genome sequences and/or the transcriptional, post-transcriptional or epigenetic regulation of gene expression.



	
	Rule 136 (2)
	Added
	Note:
d.
Whether a threshold has been exceeded or not in a sample is established solely from the concentration determined and the uncertainty of measurement associated with such determination.


	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Corrupt Practices and Disqualification of Persons

Corrupt Practices and Disqualification of Persons
	Rule 151 (3)
Rule 151 (4)
Rule 151 (4)
	Revised
Revised
Revised
	Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing Rule, a person shall be guilty of a corrupt, fraudulent or improper act or practice if he: —
Gives or offers or promises directly or indirectly, any bribe in any form or corruptly offers any money, present or share in a bet or other benefit to any person having official duties in relation to a race or racehorse or to any trainer, jockey, agent or other person having charge of or access to any racehorse; or

Without written permission of the Club, offers or gives any advantage to any jockey, trainer, person employed or engaged to provide services in a racing stable or in connection with a horse, Club Official or employee, owner or other participant in racing, or to an agent of any of the aforesaid persons, as an inducement or reward for or otherwise on account of that other person:
(i)
Performing or abstaining from performing, or having performed or abstained from performing, any act in his capacity as a participant in racing;

(ii)
Expediting, delaying, hindering or preventing, or having expedited, delayed or hindered or prevented the performance of an act, whether by that person or by any other person in his capacity as a participant in racing; or
(iii)
Assisting, favouring, hindering or delaying or having assisted, favoured, hindered or delayed, any person in any matter in connection with the Club’s racing operation or business.
Being a person having official duties in relation to a race or being a trainer, jockey, agent or other person having charge of or access to any racehorse accepts or offers to accept any bribe in any form, or corruptly accepts or offers to accept any money, present or share in a bet or other benefit; or
Being a jockey, trainer, person engaged to provide services in a racing stable or in connection with a horse, owner or other participant in racing, without written permission of the Club, solicits or accepts or agrees to accept any advantage, whether directly or through an agent, as an inducement to or reward for or otherwise on account of his:
(i)
Performing or abstaining from performing, or having performed or abstained from performing, any act in his capacity as a participant in racing;
(ii)
Expediting, delaying, hindering or preventing, or having expedited, delayed or hindered or prevented the performance of an act, whether by that person or by any other person in his capacity as a participant in racing;
(iii)
Assisting, favouring, hindering or delaying or having assisted, favoured, hindered or delayed, any person in the transaction of any matter in connection with the Club’s racing operation or business.



	
	Rule 154 (6)
	Revised
	Associate with any owner, person licensed or employed by the Club in connection with horseracing.


	Miscellaneous Offences
	Rule 155 (17)
	Revised
	No person shall: — 
Improperly obtain any privileged information regarding any horse in training from any owner, trainer, jockey or anybody else employed in a racing or training stable or in the services of the owner or trainer of such horse; and no person shall improperly make such privileged information available.
(i)
Give, disclose or otherwise make available any inside information in relation to a horse except to:


(a)
The trainer or owner of the horse; or 


(b)
A person engaged to perform services in a racing stable by the Club or by the owner or trainer of such horse, and who requires that information to perform their duties and services in relation to the care or racing of the horse; or

(c)
Club officials or Stewards or any other persons authorised by the Club.

(ii)
(a)
Offer or give any advantage to any person for inside information; or otherwise


(b)
Improperly obtain inside information.
(iii)
Solicit or accept any advantage from any person for inside information.


	Prohibited Practices
	Rule 175
	Added
	Any person found guilty of committing or procuring or causing any person commit any of the following prohibited practices may be declared a disqualified person and where a horse has been subjected to any of the specified prohibited practices, the Stewards of the Jockey Club or the Stewards may in accordance with their respective powers, suspend, make ineligible to race or otherwise make any order in relation to the subject  horse: —
(1)
The application of thermocautery to the skin over the musculoskeletal               structures to cause a counter-irritant effect.

(2)
The application of a substance to cause vesiculation of the skin and underlying tissues.

(3)
The use on, or administration or application to, any horse of any therapy, method or process which involves Gene Editing or Genome Editing.


	Genetic Therapy, Gene Editing and Genome Editing
	Rule 176
	Added
	(1)
The use or administration of a Genetic Therapy on or to a horse is prohibited at all times. Provided that the use or administration of autologous conditioned serum or “platelet-rich plasma” treatments which do not involve the transfer of whole cells / DNA shall be permitted.

(2)
A Genetic Therapy may be used or administered to a specific horse with the express prior approval of the Club if that Genetic Therapy is used to treat an injury or disorder formally diagnosed by a veterinarian, and:


(i)
is not capable of modifying a horse’s heritable genome;

(ii)
does not pose a threat to the welfare of horse;

(iii)
does not pose a threat to the integrity of racing, either by having the potential to enhance or harm the performance of a horse in a race.



APPENDIX 1
	Appendix 1
	
	Revised
	Further Allowances in Terms Races
1.
Southern Hemisphere 2 year olds will receive 9 5 lb from Northern Hemisphere 3 year olds between January and June July.



INSTRUCTIONS MADE BY THE STEWARDS

	Compulsory and Voluntary Retirement of Horses
	Inst. 1 (1) (ii)
	Revised
	All horses rated 20 25 or below at the end of each racing season.

	
	Inst. 1 (1) (iii)
	Revised
	……. This includes horses with one eye or blind of an eye, horses that have been reported to have bled from one or both nostrils on 3 2 occasions and horses that have been reported on 3 occasions to have had an irregular heart rhythm. …….


	
	Inst. 1 (1) (iv)
	Deleted
	Any horse imported under the Private Purchase Griffin scheme which after one full season is deemed to be be​neath the standards required by the Stewards.


	
	Inst. 1 (1) (viv)
	Re-numbered
	Any horse which is unruly and which, in the Stewards’ opinion, is unsafe to continue to race.


	Bleeding / Irregular Heart Rhythm
	Inst. 8 (2) (i)
Inst. 8 (2) (ii)
	Revised
Revised
	On the first and second occasions a horse is reported to have bled, it will be barred from racing for a period of three months …….
On the third second occasion a horse is reported to have bled, it will be permanently barred from any further racing.




By Order of the Stewards


of the Jockey Club


ANDREW HARDING


Executive Director, Racing
4 August 2020
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