PROFILE - DAVID HAYES

At the age of 33 years, David Hayes was successful in gaining an opportunity to train in Hong Kong when granted a licence for the 1995/1996 racing season. Over the ensuing 10 racing seasons, Mr Hayes enjoyed an outstanding level of success being crowned Champion Trainer for the 1997/1998 and 1998/1999 racing seasons, being runner-up on two further occasions and finishing in the top 4 on the Trainers’ Championship in 7 of those 10 years. In all, he trained 458 winners at a winning strike rate of 9.4% with 17 Group 1 victories including ALL THRILLS TOO in the 2002 Hong Kong International Sprint and ELEGANT FASHION in the 2003 Hong Kong Derby.

Mr Hayes left Hong Kong at the conclusion of the 2004/2005 racing season having proven to be a great ambassador for Hong Kong racing and having made a significant contribution towards the Club’s vision of a world-class racing product.

Having re-established himself in the upper echelon of Trainers in Australia, Mr Hayes has continued to build an imposing record taking his career winning tally to in excess of 3000. Included in his 91 Group 1 wins are some of Australia’s most notable races including the Melbourne Cup, the W S Cox Plate (2 times), the Caulfield Cup (3 times), the Australian Cup (3 times) the VRC Derby (2 times) and the Golden Slipper Stakes. More recently, Mr Hayes prepared the Hong Kong owned REDKIRK WARRIOR to win back to back editions of the Group 1 VRC Newmarket Handicap. Mr Hayes has won the Melbourne Trainers’ Championship on 7 occasions, the latest of which was during the recently completed 2018/2019 racing season. Mr Hayes’ outstanding training achievements, which include winning the 1990 Japan Cup with BETTER LOOSEN UP, saw him inducted into the Australian Racing Hall of Fame in 2008, the youngest inductee to receive such recognition.

Mr Hayes currently oversees a multi-stable operation with training bases at Lindsay Park, Euroa, Flemington and Randwick Racecourses as well as at Pakenham Training Centre. He has, since 2014, engaged in a successful training partnership with his nephew Tom Dabernig and, more recently, with his son Ben. 

