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PROFILE – Lyle Hewitson
The past 4 racing seasons has seen the emergence of South African Jockey Lyle Hewitson (21 years) who is attempting to win back to back South African Jockeys’ titles. After joining the South African Jockeys’ Academy in January 2016, Jockey Hewitson quickly established himself as a high-class rider and with 73 winners finished runner-up in the Apprentice Jockeys’ Championship in his first season of riding. He then went on to claim consecutive Champion Apprentice Jockey titles during the 2016/2017 and 2017/2018 racing seasons with 124 and 184 wins respectively.  Of particular significance was that with the 184 wins he achieved in the 2017/2018 season, he became the first Apprentice Jockey to win the South African Jockeys’ title in 47 years, repeating the achievement of former Champion South African jockey Michael Roberts.

Included in his current record of 576 career wins are 5 at Grade 1 level and which include a Grade 1 winning double at Scottsville Racecourse on Saturday 25 May 2019 aboard EDEN ROC in the Sun Gold Medallion and CELTIC SEA in the SA Fillies Sprint. His previous Group 1 wins were on UNDERCOVER AGENT in the 2018 Rising Sun Gold Challenge, REDBERRY LANE in the 2018 Province Stakes and TILBURY FORT in the 2018 Gauteng Summer Cup. Jockey Hewitson has also represented his country in the 2017 Air Mauritius SA International Jockeys’ Challenge as well as in the inaugural 2018 Singapore International Jockeys’ Challenge at Kranji Racecourse. Jockey Hewitson’s minimum riding weight is 115 lbs which permits him to accept rides at the minimum weight with the allowable overweight. 
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